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Dr Blomberg probably used a parametric test for his statistical calculations. Because our data were far from normally distributed, we used a nonparametric test, the Mann-Whitney U test, as stated in the Methods section of our article. 1 With this test, the probability values for the nitroglycerin and heparin infusions were 0.121 and 0.255, respectively. Thus, there is no reason to believe that "the patients might not have been properly randomized." Dr Blomberg then suggests that "the numbers are mixed up" in Table 2 . The numbers in Table 2 are correct, but there is one unfortunate error: the expression "duration of ischemia per patient with ischemia" should be "duration per ischemic episode per patient."
We think that Dr Blomberg probably misunderstood the way Holter data are processed and presented. The area between the ST trend and the line corresponding to Ϫ1 mm (0.1 mV) is calculated. The total accumulated area under the curve is usually referred to as the "total ischemic burden" (TIB). The area under the curve for an ischemic episode could either be caused by a large deviation of the ST trend below Ϫ1 mm for a short time period or a small deviation of the ST trend below Ϫ1 mm for a longer time period. Dr Blomberg's statement, "the ST-segment depression must be exactly 1.0 mm. . . for the entire duration of 32.2 minutes. . . " is obscure.
Unfortunately, in the article by Romeo et al, 2 no data are given regarding the mean duration of episodes for a 48-hour period. Therefore, we used the median values as surrogates. Median values are lower than the corresponding mean values in such studies because several patients will not have ischemia. Thus, we most likely underestimated the mean duration of episodes in their study, which, if anything, further supports our statement that ". . . the anti-ischemic treatment of the patients in the control group was as effective as previously documented therapeutic regimens." Dr Blomberg recalculated the data that Romeo et al 2 denote as total ischemic burden per day (TIB/day) and claimed that these data correspond to the mean duration of episodes. Unfortunately, Romeo et al 2 did not define TIB in their study. We interpreted (right or wrong) the expression TIB/day as the area under the curve.
Finally, we would like to emphasize that Dr Blomberg's statement, "I found several inconsistencies in the article that diminish its scientific value," is invalid. 
Sven-Erik

